
Checklist for a child reaching the Expected Standard at the end of Year 5. 

Reading Writing (SPAG) Maths 
Pupils can… 
 
Word Reading 
 

 Find the meaning of new words and 
accurately pronounce them by using 
their existing knowledge of word 
formation. 

 

 Read and discuss a wide range of 
fiction and non-fiction books including 
unfamiliar texts and whole books. 
 

 Confidently and regularly read a range 
of books for different purposes. 
 

 Prepare, read aloud and perform age-
appropriate poetry and play scripts 
using intonation, tone and volume so 
that the meaning is usually clear to an 
audience. 
 

 Learn by heart a wider range of age-
appropriate poems. 

 

 Can monitor their own reading for 
sense and self-correct when they 
misread words. 

 
Comprehension.  

 

 Confidently and consistently make 
comparisons within and between 
books. 

Pupils can… 
 
Composition 
 

 Select and use ideas, vocabulary and 
grammar taken from other writers in 
their planning. 
 

 Discuss and record ideas, choosing 
and using planning models 
effectively. 

 

 Produce a variety of written pieces of 
narrative, non-fiction and poetry with 
a clear understanding of audience 
and purpose. 
 

 Use models of similar writing for their 
own. 
 

 Use the drafting process to rehearse 
ideas and make careful grammar and 
vocabulary choices. 
 

 Make deliberate vocabulary choices 
and decisions about sentence length 
and types to impact on the overall 
effect of the writing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pupils can… 
 
Place Value 
 

 Place the correct sign (=, < and >) in 
statements to compare numbers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Count backwards from 962,471 in steps of 
100,000, 10,000, 1000, 100 and 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Continue sequences in regular steps.  
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 Be familiar with a wide range of age-
appropriate books and identify their 
genres (realistic fiction, historical 
fiction, classic tales, thriller, 
adventure, fairy tale, fantasy, sci-fi). 
 

 Identify and discuss themes and 
conventions in a wide range of age-
appropriate texts. 
 
 

 
 

 Use dialogue to give more information 
about characters. 
 

 Organise writing within paragraphs 
around a theme in both fiction and 
non-fiction writing.  
 

 Use simple organisational devices 
used in non-narrative material, e.g. 
headings and subheadings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Understand negative numbers and solve 
problems involving them. 

 

 Round 6 digit numbers to the nearest 
10,000. 
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 Explore how the same word can have 
different meanings in different 
contexts. 

 

 Identify a word from their reading and 
give an alternative meaning for it. 
 

 Ask themselves questions to improve 
their understanding when 
independently reading age-
appropriate texts. 
 

 Identify the main ideas in paragraphs 
and summarise the content of these 
when reading independently. 

 Edit writing and make changes to 
grammar, spelling and vocabulary, in 
their own and others’ writing. 
 

 Perform own writing using appropriate 
intonation, volume and movement so 
that meaning is clear. 

 
 
Grammar 
 

 Convert nouns or adjectives into 
verbs using suffixes e.g. –ate; –ise; –
ify and use them in their writing. 
 

 

 
 

 Use relative clauses using relative 
pronouns to clarify and explain 
relationships between ideas. 
 

 
 
 

 Interpret the date written using Roman 
numerals and identify a year and find 
missing values and solve problems 
involving Roman numerals.  

 
Addition and Subtraction 

 

 Choose appropriate strategies to solve a 
calculation and explain their reasoning.  

 

 Add and subtract two four digit numbers or 
more with exchange using the column 
method and mental strategies. 
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 Confidently make inferences from 
their independent reading of age-
appropriate texts and justify opinions 
with evidence from the text. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Write using a variety of verb tenses 
appropriate to the style of writing. 

 

 

 Use modal verbs to indicate the 
possibility, probability and certainty of 
an event happening. 

 

 
 
 

 Can use rounding to estimate an answer to 
check the answer to a calculation is 
correct. 

 

 Solve multi step problems, involving 
addition and subtraction, choosing the 
most appropriate method for the 
calculation. 

 
Multiplication and Division: 

 

 Identify and apply knowledge of multiples 
and factors of a number. 
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 Read 'between the lines' when 
independently reading by using clues 
the writer has left the reader. They 
can draw upon their experience of 
similar texts to predict what might 
happen next. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Use a wider range of cohesive 
devices such as adverbials to link 
ideas within paragraphs. 

 

 Use the correct grammatical 
terminology when evaluating and 
editing writing. 

 
Punctuation 
 

 Use a range of punctuation 
consistently and correctly, including 
full stops, commas to separate items 
in lists, mark fronted adverbials and 
after a reporting clause, exclamation 
and question marks and apostrophes 
for contractions and singular 
possession in nouns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Explain that a prime number such as 11 
has only two factors and that a composite 
number such as 12 has prime factors that 
are 2 and 3. 
 

 

 Multiply and divide numbers mentally by 
10, 100 and 1000. 
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 Identify language in texts that the 
writer has chosen for impact and can 
discuss and evaluate the impact it has 
on them as a reader. 

 

 Identify distinctive language, structural 
and presentational features in their 
independent reading and demonstrate 
their understanding of how these help 

 Use commas to clarify meaning within 
writing. 
 

 

 Understand and use punctuation to 
create parenthesis, e.g. using 
brackets, dashes and comas. 

 

 
 
Spelling 
 

 Use spelling rules learnt in Year 1-5 
accurately. 
 

 Begin to spell and know the meaning 
of the common exception words for 
Year 5/6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Identify whether a given number is a 
square number or cube number up to 100 
and interpret 6² as 6 x 6 = 36 and 2³ as 2 x 
2 x 2 = 8.  
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the reader to draw meaning from the 
text. 

 

 Confidently and consistently 
distinguish between fact and opinion. 

 

 Identify questions to be answered 
before reading and use books and the 
internet to answer them. 

 

 Record information in a way that can 
be easily retrieved and present 
information in ways that are coherent 
and useful to themselves and others. 
 

 Share their opinions about books they 
have read independently and make 
appropriate recommendations to their 
peers, giving reasons for their 
choices. 
 

 Take part in discussions about books 
they have read or had read to them, 
taking turns, listening to and building 

 

 

 Use the first three letters of a word to 
check its spelling and meaning in a 
dictionary.  
 

 Use knowledge of words to build 
unknown words from root words, 
prefixes and suffixes.  

 
 
Handwriting 
 

 Write in a legible and consistent 
handwriting, including diagonal and 
horizontal strokes used to join letters, 
when appropriate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Multiply a four digit number by a one and 
two digit number using the formal method 
of long multiplication. 

 
 
 

 

 Select from several strategies to calculate 
25 x 80 x 25. 
 

 Divide a four digit number by a one digit 
number using the formal written method of 
short division. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Solve multi step problems involving 
multiplication and division. 
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on ideas, observing courtesies when 
challenging and being challenged. 
 

 Confidently uses formal debates and 
presentations to explore and explain 
their understanding of what they have 
read. 
 

 Justify their opinions with confidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fractions 
 

 Identify the smaller out of 2/3 and 13/18. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Draw a fraction wall to show the 
relationship between halves, thirds, 
quarters, sixths and twelfths, and use it to 
identify groups of equivalent fractions.  
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 Compare and order fractions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Recognise that improper fractions have a 
numerator that is larger than the 
denominator and so can be written as a 
combination of whole numbers and proper 
fractions. 
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 Add and subtract fractions including mixed 
number fractions. 

 

 Multiply unit/ non-unit and mixed number 
fractions by an integer. 
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 Calculate a fraction of an amount. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Solve problems involving fractions. 
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Decimals and Percentages 
 

 Understand tenths, hundredths and 
thousandths of a decimal. 

 

 Choose the larger decimal out of 2.608 
and 2.86 and write down a number 
between them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Round decimals to 2 decimal places. 
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 Order and compare decimals. 

 

 Complete sequences with decimal 
numbers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Record fractions as decimals and 
percentages.  
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 Find the equivalent fractions, decimals and 
percentages. 

 

 Add and subtract decimals within 1. 
 

 Find decimals that make 1 whole. 
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 Add and subtract decimals with the same/ 
different number of decimal places. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Add and subtract whole and decimal 
numbers. 
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 Multiply and divide decimals by 10, 100 
and 1000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Solve multi step word problems involving 
fractions, decimals and percentages. 

 

 

 

  


